
 
 

 

God Is Not Far 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22-31 

 Opening Prayer: Thank you, God, that Jesus shows us the way to you. Amen. 

The Story: Acts 17:22-31- Story Telling Options 

• Tell the story from reading it from your bible (be sure it is age appropriate) 

• Watch this Video 

• Use this short Story 
 
Paul was one of God’s best workers. He traveled all over the Bible lands spreading the Good 
News that Jesus lived and died for us. Some people were happy about the news and they 
became converts. That means they changed their old ways to become followers of Jesus. Some 
people got very angry at Paul for telling them their old ways were wrong and they tried to hurt 
or kill him. But nothing stopped Paul from sharing the Good News. He just kept walking and 
walking from town to town, talking about Jesus. One day Paul came to a big city in Greece called 
Athens. He went to the market place where the people were gathered. Paul saw many statues 
of different gods. He saw an altar with a sign that said to an unknown God. Paul spoke to the 
people with these words. People of Athens, I see you have many gods and goddesses. You even 
have an altar to an unknown god. This God doesn’t have to be unknown anymore. Our God 
made the earth and everything in it. Don’t worship stone cold statues any more. Our God gives 
us life. He made us to search for him and to find him. Our God is very near to us and cares about 
each of us. He created the nations of the world and we too are his children. God sent his son 
Jesus to live and die for us. God raised Him from the dead to give us hope and so we wouldn’t be 
afraid of death. Some people made fun of Paul for saying a man was raised from the dead. Other 
people wanted to know more and became followers. Paul kept on talking and he kept on 
walking. We know a lot about what Paul thought through the many letters he wrote to the new 
churches. 
 

• Read from the International Children’s Bible  

22 Then Paul stood before the meeting of the Areopagus. He said, “Men of Athens, I can see that you are 
very religious in all things. 23 I was going through your city, and I saw the things you worship. I found an 
altar that had these words written on it: “TO A GOD WHO IS NOT KNOWN.” You worship a god that you 
don’t know. This is the God I am telling you about! 24 He is the God who made the whole world and 
everything in it. He is the Lord of the land and the sky. He does not live in temples that men build! 25 This 
God is the One who gives life, breath, and everything else to people. He does not need any help from  

 

https://youtu.be/AbAHTYFlYq4


 
 

them. He has everything he needs. 26 God began by making one man. From him came all the different 
people who live everywhere in the world. He decided exactly when and where they must live. 27 God 
wanted them to look for him and perhaps search all around for him and find him. But he is not far from 
any of us: 28 ‘By his power we live and move and exist.’ Some of your own poets have said: ‘For we are 
his children.’ 29 We are God’s children. So, you must not think that God is like something that people 
imagine or make. He is not like gold, silver, or rock. 30 In the past, people did not understand God, but 
God ignored this. But now, God tells everyone in the world to change his heart and life. 31 God has 
decided on a day that he will judge all the world. He will be fair. He will use a man to do this. God chose 
that man long ago. And God has proved this to everyone by raising that man from death!” 

Traveling Reflections  

• What is the furthest you ever walked?  
• What is the most faraway place you have ever been?  
• Did the people speak another language?  
• I wonder, was God in this new place?  
• If you were going to travel around talking about Jesus and you could only carry a backpack, what 
would you bring? 
 

Activities 

Where is God?  

• Option One: Take the children on a nature walk. Have them identify God’s handiwork all around 
them.  

• Option Two: Give out old magazines. Have the children cut or tear out pictures of where God is. 
Make a group collage that says, “God is Everywhere. God is Near”  

• Option Three: Hide and Seek. One child is God and hides while the children close their eyes or 
look the other way. The children say this chant while they look: “We are searching for God. Is he 
here? We are searching for God. He must be near.” When the children find God, He says, “I am 
glad you found me.” You can repeat this with other children or family members being God. You 
can also reverse this and have the children hide with God searching and saying, “I am searching 
for my children. Are they here? I am searching for my children they must be near.” 

 

 

 


