
The  Road to Emmaus 

Third Sunday of Easter  
Luke 24:13-35 

 

 

Opening Prayer: Thank you, God, that Jesus shows up when we least expect him. Amen. 

The Story: Luke 24: 13-35 (if your child likes to read, have them read to you or take turns). Storytelling options-  

• Tell the story by reading it from your bible (be sure the bible is appropriate for your child’s age).  

• Watch this video 

• Use this short story  

Today’s story is about two of Jesus’ friends who were walking together. They were sad. They missed their friend, 

Jesus. As the walked along, trying to figure things out, another man came along and walked with them. “What are 

you guys talking about?” the man asked. So they started to tell the man about their friend; they loved him, he had 

gotten killed, and they were sad. The man walked along with them and explained things to them. He told them that 

the Bible tells us that Jesus would come, be killed, and then come back. “Oh please stay and have some supper with 

us,” the two said to the man. “Okay,” he said. Before they started to eat, the man picked up the loaf of bread, said a 

prayer, and gave each of them some of the bread. Then he was gone! Just vanished! That was when the two friends 

realized just who it was that was walking with them. It really was Jesus. They were so excited they ran all the way 

back to where their other friends were and said, “Yes! Jesus is back!” 

• Read from International Children’s Bible or any children’s bible you may have at home 

13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a town named Emmaus. It is about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking about everything that had happened. 15 While they were discussing these things, 
Jesus himself came near and began walking with them. 16 (They were not allowed to recognize Jesus.) 17 Then he 
said, “What are these things you are talking about while you walk?” The two followers stopped. Their faces were very 
sad. 18 The one named Cleopas answered, “You must be the only one in Jerusalem who does not know what just 
happened there.” 
19 Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about?” 
The followers said, “It is about Jesus of Nazareth. He was a prophet from God to all the people. He said and did many 
powerful things. 20 Our leaders and the leading priests gave him up to be judged and killed. They nailed him to a 
cross. 21 But we were hoping that he would free the Jews. It is now the third day since this happened. 22 And today 
some women among us told us some amazing things. Early this morning they went to the tomb, 23 but they did not 
find his body there. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels. The angels said that Jesus was 
alive! 24 So some of our group went to the tomb, too. They found it just as the women said, but they did not see Jesus.  
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You are foolish and slow to realize what is true. You should believe everything the 
prophets said. 26 They said that the Christ must suffer these things before he enters his glory.” 27 Then Jesus began to 
explain everything that had been written about himself in the Scriptures. He started with Moses, and then he talked 
about what all the prophets had said about him. 
28 They came near the town of Emmaus, and Jesus acted as if he did not plan to stop there. 29 But they begged him, 
“Stay with us. It is late; it is almost night.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 Jesus sat down with them and took some bread. He gave thanks for the food and divided it. Then he gave it to 
them. 31 And then, they were allowed to recognize Jesus. But when they saw who he was, he disappeared. 32 They said 
to each other, “When Jesus talked to us on the road, it felt like a fire burning in us. It was exciting when he explained 
the true meaning of the Scriptures.” 
33 So the two followers got up at once and went back to Jerusalem. There they found the 11 apostles and others 
gathered. 34 They were saying, “The Lord really has risen from death! He showed himself to Simon.” 
35 Then the two followers told what had happened on the road. They talked about how they recognized Jesus when 
he divided the bread. 

https://youtu.be/ndtnZV-5QTo


Questions:  

• Where are the two men going in verse 13? (To the town of Emmaus seven miles away.)  

• Why do you think the two did not recognize Jesus at first? (Mary Magdalene, Peter and John did not recognize 

him at first, nor did Thomas. His appearance evidently had changed with the Resurrection.)  

• Why do you think Jesus waited so long to answer their worried questions? (Perhaps it is because he is a good 

teacher who listens to find out what people already know and what they are ready to learn.)  

• What did the men explain to the man they did not recognize as Jesus? (verse 24, the women went to the tomb, 

but did not see Jesus)  

• When do the two realize that their companion is Jesus? (Verse 31, breaking of the bread)  

• What do they do then? (They rush back the seven miles to Jerusalem to tell the 11 disciples that they have seen 

Jesus.)  

Activity: 

Recreate the story as a family.  One person is Jesus and the others are the disciples.  Determine two places in your 
yard, a park (if open), or neighborhood where it would be safe to walk and run.  One location is Jerusalem and the 
other is Emmaus.  Start your walk from the Jerusalem location.  Along the way, the person that is playing the part 
of Jesus will join you.  Use the scripture or stories from above to reenact the story.  After you get to Emmaus, Jesus 
should reveal himself (pretend to break the bread or have real bread at your Emmaus location) and then the 
disciples are to run all the way back to the Jerusalem location to tell the others.  If it is a short distance, maybe in 
your yard, you can take turns playing the different roles for some extra fresh air and exercise!   

Optional- Pull out a map with your family and find a location that is about 7 miles from your home, school or the 

church.  Explain to your child that was the distance between Jerusalem and Emmaus.  The disciples had already 

walked all that way to Emmaus but were so excited that they had shared a meal with Jesus they turned around and 

ran all the way back to Jerusalem to tell their friends.   

Closing Prayer:  

Thank you, God, that Jesus is known to us in the breaking of the bread. Amen 


