
 

 

Advent Week 4- December 20, 2020 

Advent means “coming.” The coming of the baby Jesus, God among us in human flesh. The coming of 

Christ again "the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory. In between those two great 

comings is God’s constant longing for each of us to come to God, to love God, and to let God love us. "Be 

alert." Notice. Listen. Watch. For what? For the ways God will choose to get our attention this season. 

For those moments when we notice that our ways are not in alignment with God’s ways. For those 

shimmering glimpses of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Advent Week 3 Wreath Lighting Reading 

This is the season of Advent, the time we get ready to celebrate the mystery of Christmas, the 

time we are all on the way to Bethlehem.  But who will show us the way? 

 

This is the candle of the prophets.  It reminds us that prophets like Isaiah listen to God, so they 

can show us the way to Bethlehem. 

 

Light the 1st purple candle  

 

Pause 

This is the candle of the Holy Family.  It reminds us not to be afraid, but to be joyful on the way 

to Bethlehem.  

 

Light 2nd purple candle  

 

Pause 

This is the candle of the shepherds.  It reminds us of the good news: a Savior, the special Son of 

God is born.   

 

Light the pink candle 

 

Pause 

The Magi are on the way to Bethlehem.  They can 

show us the way.  The Magi saw a special star in the 

sky, a star for a king.  They followed the star to 

Bethlehem, bringing gifts for the newborn king: gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

This is the candle of the Magi.  It reminds us of gifts, 

of God’s gift of Christ, the newborn king. 

 

Light the 3rd purple candle 



 
1 John 4:9-11:  This is how God showed his love to us: He sent his only Son into the world to give us 
life through him. True love is God’s love for us, not our love for God. God sent his Son to be the way 
to take away our sins. That is how much God loved us, dear friends! So we also must love each 
other.  
 
God shows us his love in the precious gift of his son, Jesus Christ.  As a family, come up with a 
special plan to share love with someone else this Christmas.   
 

 
 
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the joy 
of Mary, the faith of Joseph, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. Close the door 
of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and every 
greeting. May Christmas morning make us happy to be your children, ready to share your love with 
everyone, especially those most in need of help, for Jesus' sake. Amen. A Christmas Prayer (adapted) by 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


