
                                           Year A- Second Sunday of Easter 

                                     Peace Be With You!  

John 20:19-31 

 

 

Opening Prayer: Thank you, God, for this Easter Season when we celebrate that Jesus did not 

stay dead and was resurrected. Amen. 

Retell the Easter Story: Have your child(ren) retell from Holy Week.  What do they remember?  

Tell them that after Jesus was resurrected, he appeared to Mary and then to his other 

followers.   

Jesus Appears to His Followers 

19 It was the first day of the week. That evening Jesus’ followers were together. The doors were 
locked, because they were afraid of the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. He 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. His 
followers were very happy when they saw the Lord. 

21 Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! As the Father sent me, I now send you.” 22 After he 
said this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his 
sins, they are forgiven. If you don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 Thomas (called Didymus) was not with the followers when Jesus came. Thomas was 1 of the 
12. 25 The other followers told Thomas, “We saw the Lord.” 

But Thomas said, “I will not believe it until I see the nail marks in his hands. And I will not 
believe until I put my finger where the nails were and put my hand into his side.” 

26 A week later the followers were in the house again. Thomas was with them. The doors were 
locked, but Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand here in my side. Stop 
doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you see me. Those who believe without seeing me 
will be truly happy.” 

30 Jesus did many other miracles before his followers that are not written in this book. 31 But 
these are written so that you can believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Then, by 
believing, you can have life through his name. 

 



Revised Story for younger children:  

Jesus’ friends went to their house. Their house had a big room where they could all be together. 

They did not know what to do next, so they held hands and prayed together. While they were 

praying, Jesus came into their circle and said to them: “Peace be with you.” Jesus showed his 

friends the places on his body where he had been hurt. Then Jesus said again: “Peace be with 

you.” Then he said, “Okay, guys, God sent me to show you how to do things. Now I want you to 

go out and tell other people that God loves all of us.” Jesus breathed on all of them so the Holy 

Spirit would be with them to help them do what Jesus asked them to do.  

Questions: 

How do you think Jesus’ disciples felt when they saw him after his resurrection?  

Would you have been like Thomas that wanted to see proof that it was really Jesus? 

What do you think Jesus means when he greets his disciples saying, “Peace be with you”? 

Activity- Peace Be With You!  

Jesus greets his disciples by saying, “Peace be with you.”  He tells them that God sent him into 

the world to show love, and now Jesus was sending his disciples into the world to share the 

good news of God’s love.  Each week we share in the passing of the peace at church by shaking 

hands and hugging our family and friends.  During this time, we are unable to physically be 

together in the church, but we can still share in passing the peace.   

Create a way to offer the peace with your family, friends and neighbors. 

Suggestions: 

Learn Peace be with you in American Sign Language Watch the Video HERE 

Take a video of yourself saying or signing, “Peace be with you” and share it to our page.  We can 

virtually pass the peace with one another. 

Create a door or window sign- Draw your own or color one of the color sheets below.   

Create some sidewalk chalk art to share peace with your neighbors  

Closing Prayer:  

Thank you, God, that Jesus gave us your peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/bJ0cXDJy10o
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